
Examples of U.S. Citizenship and Eligible Noncitizen Documents 
Some common documents used to demonstrate citizenship and eligible immigration 

status/categories are shown on the USCIS Commonly Used Immigration Documents page.  

 

U.S. Passport 
Can be used to document citizenship for citizens born in the United States or abroad. For a noncitizen national, 

must be stamped “Noncitizen National.” (Note that a passport issued by another country may be used to 
document U.S. lawful permanent resident status if it has the endorsement “Processed for I-551” and has a 
currently valid expiration date.) 

 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/commonly-used-immigration-documents


U.S. Passport Card 
This resembles a credit card in size and form. Though it cannot be used for international air travel, it is, like the 
passport book, proof of U.S. citizenship. 

 

Form N-550, Certificate of Naturalization 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issues a Certificate of Naturalization to a person who was born 

outside the United States but became a citizen of the United States through naturalization.   

USCIS and its predecessor, the U.S. Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service, have issued 
several versions of this document type. Earlier versions may not contain all the data elements and security 

features that have been added over the years.  Accordingly, the absence of these features in earlier versions does 

not mean the document is not valid.  

 



 

 



 

Form N-570, Certificate of Naturalization 

The Form N-570 is a replacement certificate issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services when the original 

Certificate of Naturalization is lost, mutilated, or destroyed, or when the individual’s name has legally changed.   

USCIS and its predecessor, the U.S. Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service, have issued 

several versions of this document type. Earlier versions may not contain all the data elements and security 

features that have been added over the years.  Accordingly, the absence of these features in earlier versions does 

not mean the document is not valid.   

 



Form N-560, Certificate of Citizenship 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issues the Form N-560 to persons born outside the United 

States and who apply for a Certificate of Citizenship and:  

• Derived citizenship after birth through a United States citizen parent; 

• Acquired citizenship at birth because they were born abroad to United States citizen parent(s); or 

• Naturalized under section 322 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, based on having a U.S. citizen 

parent and meeting certain other requirements. 

Unlike a Certificate of Naturalization, the Certificate of Citizenship is not automatically issued to all those who 

qualify. To receive a Certificate of Citizenship, the individual or someone acting on behalf of the individual (for 
example, a United States citizen parent or legal guardian) must apply for it.  It is common for individuals to have 

derived or acquired U.S. citizenship even though they do not have a Certificate of Citizenship. 

USCIS and its predecessor, the U.S. Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service, have issued 

several versions of this document type. Earlier versions may not contain all the data elements and security 
features that have been added over the years.  Accordingly, the absence of these features in earlier versions does 

not mean the document is not valid.   

 



 

 

Form N-561, Certificate of Citizenship 

Form I-561 is a replacement Certificate of Citizenship issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

when the original is lost, mutilated, or destroyed or the individual’s name or date of birth has legally changed. 



USCIS and its predecessor, the U.S. Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service, have issued 

several versions of this document type. Earlier versions may not contain all the data elements and security 

features that have been added over the years.  Accordingly, the absence of these features in earlier versions does 

not mean the document is not valid.   

 

 



 

 

Form I-571 Refugee Travel Document 
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS)I issues refugee travel documents to people with refugee or asylum status 

and to lawful permanent residents who obtained their permanent resident status based on their refugee or asylee status. A 

Refugee Travel Document is valid for travel to or from the United States but may not be issued to otherwise eligible 

individuals who have been outside the United States for 1 year or more. Refugee Travel Documents are normally valid for 1 

year from the date of issuance. A Refugee Travel Document appears similar to a Reentry Permit, but includes a Refugee 

Travel Document notation above the photograph. 

 



 

Form I-327, Permit to Re-enter 

A Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) may have a Form I-327, Permit to Re-Enter, also known as a reentry permit, if they intend 

to travel outside the United States for an extended time. A reentry permit establishes that the bearer has not abandoned 

their LPR status despite being absent from the United States for 1 year or more. Reentry permits are normally valid for 2 

years from the date of issuance. A Reentry Permit appears similar to a Form I-571, Refugee Travel Document, but includes a 

Permit to Re-Enter notation above the photograph.  

 



 

Form I-551, Permanent Resident Card (Green Card) 

Form I-551, Permanent Resident Card or Alien Registration Receipt Card 

To reduce the risk of fraud and counterfeiting, USCIS redesigns the Permanent Resident Card (PRC) every three to 
five years. Introduction of new card designs does not mean that cards with previous designs are invalid. Both 

current and previous cards remain valid until the expiration date shown on the card (unless otherwise noted such 

as through an automatic extension of the validity period of the PRC as indicated on a Form I-797, Notice of Action, 

or in a Federal Register notice). USCIS began issuing its most recent redesign on January 30, 2023. Some PRCs 

issued after that date may still display the previous design format because USCIS uses existing card stock until 

supplies are depleted. These cards are also known as “Green Cards.” 

PRC Auto-Extensions 

LPRs may present an expired or expiring PRC in combination with a Form I-797C, Notice of Action, receipt notice 

for any of the following: 

• Form I-90, Application to Replace Permanent Resident Card; 

• Form N-400, Application for Naturalization; 

• Form I-751, Petition to Remove Conditions on Residence; or 

• Form I-829, Petition by Investor to Remove Conditions on Permanent Resident Status. 

If the receipt notice contains language extending the validity period of the PRC, the PRC is valid through the end 

date on the PRC plus the extension period provided by the receipt notice. 

Even if a PRC has expired, the bearer may still be a Lawful Permanent Resident.  Verify their LPR status using SAVE. 

https://www.uscis.gov/green-card


 

 



 

 



Temporary I-551, Machine Readable Immigrant Visa (MRIV) 

The U.S. Department of State (DOS) issues the MRIV to the bearer outside of the United States. The MRIV is affixed directly on 

a page of the individual’s foreign passport and usually contains the following text: “UPON ENDORSEMENT SERVES AS 

TEMPORARY I-551 EVIDENCING PERMANENT RESIDENCE FOR 1 YEAR.”  When U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

admits the bearer into the U.S., CBP applies an admission stamp to the passport.  The admission stamp includes the date 

that CBP admitted the MRIV bearer into the U.S. and an endorsement by a CBP officer.  A MRIV in a foreign passport, with an 

admission stamp endorsed by a CBP officer, is evidence that the person is a lawful permanent resident or conditional 

permanent resident.  

 

Temporary I-551, Permanent Resident Stamp 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) issue the I-551 stamp, also 

sometimes referred to as an ADIT stamp, to lawful permanent residents or conditional permanent residents. This serves as 

evidence of status as an immigrant until the bearer receives a Permanent Resident Card. The ink may be red or blue 

depending on the issuing agency and when it was issued. The I-551 stamp is valid until the expiration date stated on the 

stamp. 

 



 

 

Form I-766, Employment Authorization Document 
To reduce the risk of fraud and counterfeiting, USCIS redesigns the Employment Authorization Document (EAD) 

card every three to five years. Introduction of new EAD designs does not mean that previous designs are invalid. 
Both current and previous cards remain valid until the expiration date shown on the card (unless otherwise noted 

such as through an automatic extension of the validity period of the EAD indicated on a Form I-797, Notice of 

Action, or in a Federal Register notice, or in an individual notice sent to a beneficiary. USCIS issued its most recent 

redesign on Jan. 30, 2023. Some EADs issued after that date may still display the existing design format because 

USCIS uses existing card stock until supplies are depleted. 

EAD Auto-Extensions 

User agencies should accept EADs that have had the validity period automatically extended by DHS because they 
are considered unexpired.  These include EADs which have a “Card Expires” date that has passed, or one that has 

not yet passed. To determine whether an EAD validity period is extended, agencies should follow the scenario-

based guidance below and then use SAVE to verify the extended EAD validity period. 

1. Applicant presents an EAD with a Temporary Protected Status (TPS) category A12 or C19 or Deferred Enforced 

Departure (DED) category A11 but no extension notice. 

• If the EAD has a TPS-related category: 

o Visit the country-specific TPS webpage available through the applicable country link on left side of the 
Temporary Protected Status webpage. Use the information on the country-specific TPS webpage to 

determine whether there is an  automatic extension of expiring EADs for TPS beneficiaries of that 
country. 

• If the EAD has a DED Category: 

o Visit the country-specific DED webpage available through the applicable country link on the left side of 
the Deferred Enforced Departure webpage. 

o Use the information on the country-specific DED webpage to determine whether there is an automatic 

extension of expiring EADs for DED beneficiaries of that country. 

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-enforced-departure


2. Applicant presents an EAD and Form I-797 or Form I-797C, Notice of Action, receipt notice dated before Oct. 30, 

2025, that includes the same category as the EAD and language extending the validity period of the EAD. 

• If the EAD category is A03, A05, A07, A08, A10, A17, A18, C08, C09, C10, C16, C20, C22, C24, C26, or C31 add  540 
days to the expiration date listed on the EAD.  For H-4 dependent spouses (C26), the automatic extension of 

employment authorization and documentation is up to 540 days or their expiration of H-4 status, whichever is 
earlier.  For certain E (A17) and L-2 (A18) dependent spouses, an unexpired Form I-94 indicating E-1S, E-2S, E-3S 
or L-2S class of admission codes provides the end date of their status and employment authorization. If A17 and 

A18 EADs are used to evidence employment authorization, the automatic extension of the A17 or A18 EAD is up 

to 540 days or the expiration of E or L-2 status, whichever is earlier. 

• If the EAD category is A12 or C19 for Temporary Protected Status (TPS), they do not need to match as long as 
either the EAD or the receipt notice are A12 or C19.  Extensions for these EADs may not exceed the country’s TPS 

designation period. If upon adding 540 days to the EAD you note that the EAD authorization period will exceed 

the TPS designation period, please see the USCIS TPS website for more information. 

3. When necessary, USCIS may extend the EAD expiration date for certain beneficiaries by issuing an individual 
notice which contains the new EAD expiration date or the number of days the EAD expiration date is extended. 

The applicant should present the EAD with the individual notice with language extending the validity of the EAD.   

4. EAD extensions available to F-1 students with Optional Practical Training (OPT) 

• Optional Practical Training Extension for STEM Students 

• Extension of Optional Practical Training and F-1 Status Under H-1B Cap-Gap 

Agencies can verify all EAD automatic extensions using SAVE. 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-extension-for-stem-students-stem-opt
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/temporary-workers/h-1b-specialty-occupations-and-fashion-models/extension-of-post-completion-optional-practical-training-opt-and-f-1-status-for-eligible-students


 

 

 

Form I-766, Employment Authorization Document (EAD)  

Category List 
Applicants for benefits or licenses may present a Form I-766, Employment Authorization Document (EAD), to 

agencies as documentation that an applicant is in a qualified immigration status or category. To assist agencies in 
determining the applicant’s eligibility for a benefit/license, the table provides EAD categories and the provisions 

of the federal regulations to which they refer. 

• EAD Category: The category found on the face of the EAD, generally, refers to the section of 8 CFR 

274a.12 that is the basis for issuing the EAD. For example, EAD category “A03” refers to 8 CFR 

274a.12(a)(3), which addresses refugees. Some categories, however, are not listed in 8 CFR 274a.12. For 

example, “A17” and “A18” are currently not listed. 

• EAD Category Description: The EAD description provides information regarding what categories of 

aliens or classes of admission (COA) fall under the particular EAD category. 

EAD Category EAD Category Description 

A02 A lawful temporary resident pursuant to INA sections 245A or 210 



A03 Refugee 

A04 Paroled as refugee 

A05 Asylee (granted asylum) 

A06 
• K-1 nonimmigrant fiancé(e) of U.S. citizen 

• K-2 nonimmigrant child of K-1 

A07 

• N-8 Parent of international organization employee granted 

permanent residence 

• N-9 Dependent Child of international organization employee 

granted permanent residence 

A08 Citizen of Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, or Palau 

A09 
• K-3 nonimmigrant spouse of U.S. citizen 

• K-4 nonimmigrant child of K-3 

A10 Granted Withholding of Deportation or Removal 

A11 Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) 

A12 Temporary Protected Status (TPS)granted under 8 CFR 244.12 

A13 

Family Unity Program 

(Section 301 of the Immigration Act of 1990) 

A14 

LIFE Act Family Unity beneficiary 

(Section 1504 of the Legal Immigrant Family Equity (LIFE) Act 

Amendments) 

A15 

• V-1 nonimmigrant spouse of Lawful Permanent Resident 

• V-2 nonimmigrant minor unmarried child of Lawful 

Permanent Resident 



• V-3 nonimmigrant minor unmarried child of V-1 or V-2 

A16 T-1nonimmigrant (victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons) 

A17 

Nonimmigrant Spouse of E-1 Treaty Trader, E-2 Treaty Investor, or 

E-3 specialty occupation professional from Australia 

A18 Nonimmigrant Spouse of an L-1 Intracompany Transferee 

A19 U-1nonimmigrant (victims of certain criminal activity) 

A20 

• U-2 nonimmigrant spouse of U-1 

• U-3 nonimmigrant child of U-1 

• U-4 nonimmigrant parent of minor U-1 (under the age of 21) 

• U-5 nonimmigrant unmarried sibling under age 18 of U-

1 (underage 21) 

C01 
An alien spouse/unmarried dependent child of A-1 or A-2 foreign 

government official 

C02 
Spouse/unmarried dependent child of Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Office (TECRO) E-1 nonimmigrant 

C03A 
F-1 nonimmigrant student, pre-completion Optional Practical Training 

(OPT) 

C03B F-1 nonimmigrant student, post-completion OPT 

C03C 

F-1 nonimmigrant student, 

24month extension for Science, Technology, Engineering, or 
Mathematics (STEM) OPT 

C03(ii) 
F-1 nonimmigrant student offered off-campus employment under the 

sponsorship of a qualifying international organization 

C03(iii) 
F-1 nonimmigrant student seeking off-

campus employment due to severe economic hardship 



C04 
Spouse or unmarried dependent child of G-1, G-3 or G-4 

nonimmigrant (Representative of International Organization) 

C05 
J-2 nonimmigrant spouse or minor child of a J-1 
nonimmigrant exchange visitor 

C06 M-1 nonimmigrant student seeking post-completion OPT 

C07 Dependent of NATO-1through NATO-6 nonimmigrants 

C08 Asylum applicant with a pending asylum application 

C09 Adjustment of status applicant under INA Section 245 

C10 

Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act 

(NACARA) section 203 applicants who are eligible to apply for NACARA 
relief with USCIS Applicant for cancellation of removal 

C11 
An alien paroled into the United States for urgent humanitarian 

reasons or significant public benefit 

C12 
Spouse of an E-2Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

(CNMI) investor; eligible for employment in the CNMI only 

C14 Alien granted deferred action 

C16 
Registry applicant based on continuous residence since January 1, 
1972 

C17(i) 
B-1nonimmigrant who is the personal or domestic servant of a 

nonimmigrant employer 

C17(ii) B-1 nonimmigrant domestic servant of a U.S. citizen 

C17(iii) B-1 nonimmigrant employed by a foreign airline 

C18 Alien with a final order of deportation/order of supervision 

C19 Temporary Protected Status applicant under 8 CFR 244.5 

C20 Applicant for legalization pursuant to INA Section 210 



C21 
S nonimmigrant law enforcement witness or informant and qualified 

family members 

C22 Noncitizen with a pending application under INA 245A 

C24 Pending application for LIFE Act Legalization 

C25 

Derivative family member of T-1 nonimmigrant. 

• T-2 nonimmigrant spouse of T-1 

• T-3 nonimmigrant child (unmarried and under the age of 

21) of T-1 

• T-4 nonimmigrant parent of T-1 (if T-1 is under the age 21) 

• T-5 nonimmigrant unmarried sibling under the age of 

18 (if T-1 is under age 21) 

• T-6 nonimmigrant adult or minor child of a derivative family 

member (ifT-1 is underage 21) 

C26 H-4 nonimmigrant spouse of an H-1 B nonimmigrant 

C27 Abused spouse of an A nonimmigrant INA section 101(a)(15)(A) 

C28 Abused spouse of an E-3 nonimmigrant INA section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii) 

C29 Abused spouse of a G nonimmigrant INA section 101(a)(15)(G) 

C30 Abused spouse of a H nonimmigrant INA section 101(a)(15)(H) 

C31 Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) self-petitioners or derivative child 

C33 
An alien who has been granted Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) 

C34 Spouse of entrepreneur parolee under 8 CFR 212.19(h)(3) 

C35 
Principal beneficiary of an approved employment-based immigrant 

petition facing compelling circumstances 

C36 
Spouse or unmarried child of a principal beneficiary of an approved 
employment-based immigrant petition 



C37 
Applicant for Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

(CNMI)long-term residents 

C40 Bona fide T nonimmigrant application pending 

 

Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record CBP  
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) issue Form I-94, in either paper or electronic format, to aliens as 
evidence of their immigration status or category. The Form I-94 generally includes an expiration date, a notation 

of "D/S” for duration of status (e.g., for F-1 nonimmigrant students), or “indefinite” for individuals allowed to 

remain in the United States indefinitely (e.g., asylees). Form I-94 also includes the person’s Class of Admission 

(COA). Form I-94 numbers are 11 digits or, for CBP I-94s issued on or after May 2019, generally 9 digits followed by 

a letter in the 10th position, and a digit in the 11th position. 

CBP Electronic I-94 

CBP has automated the Form I-94 at air and sea ports of entry. Some Form I-94s at land ports of entry have also 

been automated. CBP may also provide a CBP admission or parole stamp on the person’s foreign passport or 
other travel document. Aliens can obtain a copy of their automated Form I-94 from https://I94.cbp.dhs.gov or the 

CBP One mobile app. The Form I-94 printout from the CBP I-94 website is an official Form I-94 and should be 

accepted as such. 

 



Paper Form I-94 

USCIS and ICE issue a paper Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record.  CBP also often issues a paper Form I-94 at land 

ports of entry and, in limited circumstances, at air and sea ports of entry.  Information on a paper Form I-94 may 

be hand-written rather than printed.  A Form I-94 issued by CBP may also include an admission stamp endorsed 

by a CBP officer. 

 

 



 

 

USCIS Paper Form I-94 in Form I-797A 

USCIS issues a paper Form I-94 as a tear-off document from Form I-797A, Notice of Action, to reflect an alien’s 

immigration status following an approved application or petition for immigration benefits or an extension of stay. 



 

Unexpired Foreign Passport  
A foreign passport is a travel and identity document issued by a foreign government.  It provides proof of a person’s identity 
and foreign citizenship or nationality and is often required for inter-country travel.  E-passports have the same format as 
other foreign passports, and also contain an electronic chip.  A foreign passport does not, by itself, establish that the bearer 
has an immigration status or category.  However, a foreign passport with an admission stamp endorsed by a CBP officer is 
evidence of the immigration status or category reflected on the stamp.  In addition, documentation of an immigration status 
or category, such as a Machine Readable Immigrant Visa, I-551 stamp, or paper Form I-94, is often affixed or attached to a 
foreign passport. 

https://www.dhs.gov/e-passports


 

 

Form I-797, Notice of Action  
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services issues several types of Forms I-797 to communicate with applicants, 

petitioners, and beneficiaries, or to convey an immigration benefit. 

The following list provides a brief description of each: 

• I-797, Notice of Action - Issued to communicate receipt or approval of an application or petition. 

• I-797A, Notice of Action - Issued to an applicant as a replacement Form I-94. 

• I-797B, Notice of Action - Issued for approval of an alien worker petition. 



• I-797C, Notice of Action - Issued to communicate receipt or rejection of an application or petition; transfer of 

files; fingerprint biometric, interview and re-scheduled appointments; additional actions, and re-opening of 

cases. 

• I-797D - Accompanies benefit cards. 

• I-797E, Notice of Action - Issued to request evidence. 

• I-797F, Transportation Letter - Issued overseas to allow applicants to travel. 

For more information, see the Form I-797: Types and Functions webpage. 

 

For additional information and other possible documents please refer to: https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-
agencies/commonly-used-immigration-documents  

https://www.uscis.gov/forms/all-forms/form-i-797c-notice-of-action
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-guidance/form-i-797-types-and-functions
https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/commonly-used-immigration-documents
https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/commonly-used-immigration-documents

