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STUDENTS TRAVEL TO NATIONAL BPA COMPETITION,
ADVISOR RECOGNIZED INTO BPA HALL OF FAME
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., May 4, 2015 – Forty four Davenport University students qualified to attend the
2015 National Leadership Conference for Business Professionals of America (BPA) in Anaheim,
California May 6-10, 2015. Business Professionals of America members are provided an opportunity for
the development of leadership skills, personal and professional growth, and career-related
competencies. Involvement in Business Professionals of America enhances social awareness, civic
responsibility, and understanding of the business community. The 44 students attending this year’s
conference qualified by placing in the top three or top five at the state competition. At the National
Leadership Conference they will be competing against colleges and universities from over 24 states
including Northwood University, University of Michigan, Montcalm Community College and many
more.
Ron Draayer, Senior BPA Advisor at Davenport University and National Board of Trustee Member for
Business Professionals of America, will be honored with the 2015 Hall of Fame Award at this year’s
conference for his contributions at the national level to BPA. Draayer will also receive an award for his
35 years of commitment to BPA.
Davenport University BPA Advisor Brian Kowalczk will also be receiving an award for his five years of
service to BPA.
At the 2014 National Leadership Conference, Davenport University’s Chris Lammers (Grand Rapids)
successfully defended his 1st place title in Network Administration using Microsoft. Crystal Roberts
(Holland) was also a defending national champion in Banking and Finance, and the Grand Rapids
Network Design Team of Gene Bursley, Chris Lammers and Shannon Shovan were also defending
national champs. Chris Lammers (Grand Rapids) won two 1st place individual events and a team event.
In addition to BPA competitions, 12 industry certifications for IT were awarded to Davenport students.
About Davenport University
Founded in 1866, Davenport is a private, non-profit university serving nearly 9,000 students at
campuses across Michigan and online. With tuition among the lowest of all private universities in the
state, Davenport provides high academic quality, small class sizes, conveniently located campuses,

faculty with real-world experience and more than 50 dynamic undergraduate and graduate programs
addressing in-demand careers in business, technology, health professions and urban education. More
information is available at www.davenport.edu.
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